374                  THE LIFE OF PERICLES.
Samians, speaking merily in a place of his Comedies, saith:
The Samians are great learned men.
Pericles being aduertised of the ouerthrow of his armie, returned presently to the rescue. Melissus went to meet him, and gane him battell: but he was ouerthrowne, and driuen back into his city, where Pericles walled them in round about the citie, desiring victorie rather by time and charge, then by danger, and losse of his souldiers. But when he saw that they were wearie with tract of time, and that they would bring it to hazard of battell, and that he could by no meanes withhold them : he then deuided his armie into eight companies, whom he made to draw lots, and that company that lighted vpon the white beane, they should be quiet and make good cheare, while the other seven fought. And they say that from thence it came, that when any haue made good cheare, and taken pleasure abroad, they do yet cal it a white day, because of the white beane. Ephoras the historiographer writeth, that it was there, where first of all they began to vse engines of warre -to plucke downe great wals, and that Pericles vsed first this wonderful inuention: and that Artemon an enginer was the first deuiser of them. He was caried vp and downe in a chaire, to set forward these workes, because he had a lame legge: and for this cause he was called Periphoretos. But Heraclides Ponticus confoteth Ephorus therein, by the verses of Anacreon, in the which Artemon is called Periphoretos, many yeares before this warre of Samos began: and saith this Periphoretos was a maruellous tender man, and so foolishly afeard of his owne shadow, that the most part of his time he stirred not out of his house, and did sit alwaies hauing two of his men by him, that held a copper target ouer his